
Activities against the approval 
of “Mega-Trucks”

Need for action, experience and 
next steps on European level
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Experience from Germany

EU-level: internet based activities 

Questions for the discussion
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Rail freight will be shifted
back to road
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Source: TIM Consult, Kessel + Partner Source: Kessel + Partner
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Energy-efficiency and
CO2-emissions
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Where did we start?

• Powerful pressure groups in favour of 
Mega-Trucks (BGA, VDA, BDI)

• Intentionally misleading arguments („Mega-
Trucks will reduce road-traffic“)

• Really dangerous wording („EuroCombis“
or even „EcoCombis“)

• „Trials“ started in several „Bundesländer“
• Almost no debate in public
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Main fields of action

• Setting a new, clearly negative wording 
(„Monstertrucks“, „Riesen-Lkw“)

• Activating our member organisations

• Starting a campaign
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First results

• Decision of the German transport 
ministers‘ council on October, 10th:

- no gerneral allowance for Mega-Trucks

- all trials must be stopped

- clear signal for the EU-debate
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EU web-site: concept

• Main objective:
Rise awareness in member states
(stakeholders often don‘t know about the EU-
debate on Mega-Trucks)

• Web-site organised by stakeholders 
representing
- the railway sector (ApS)
- environmental organisations (FoEE)
- car-users (EAC)
- trade-unions

• Languages: English and German
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EU web-site: contents
• Information about Mega-Trucks

(aspects: consequences for the 
environment, road safety, tax-payers)

• Open list, where organisations and 
companies from entire Europe opposing 
Mega-Trucks can sign

• Names of contact persons in most 
(better: all) member states 

• Starting end of March:
www.mega-trucks.eu
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Questions for discussion

• Experience in your country?
(Awareness of stakeholders, any public 
debate?)

• Position of your organisation?
• Opportunities for cooperation against the 

approval of Mega-Trucks?
(e.g. signing the open list,
being a national contact person
further national activities)
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Thank you for your attention!

http://www.gueter-auf-die-schiene.de/

www.mega-trucks.eu

www.allianz-pro-schiene.de
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