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The Clean Air Action Group
(CAAG)

was founded in 1988

It is today a national federation of 
132 Hungarian environmental NGOs

www.levego.hu



CAAG works mainly on greening:
• the state budget
• transport
• energy
• urban management and 
urban development



Types of activities:
• research
• environmental counselling
• legal aid
• awareness raising 

– press
– Lélegzet
– public forums
– campaigns

• proposals for decision-makers



Full-time employees: 17 persons 

Experts’ Committee: more than 100 persons

Revenues in 2005:
About 300,000 Euros + in kind

– state: 40%, 
– foreign sources (EU etc.): 40%,
– other Hungarian sources (companies etc.): 10%



CAAG and other NGOs hand over a petition for the
Prime Minister demanding more funds for public
transport and railways, and less for motorways



Demonstration of CAAG 
and local residents agaist
heavy truck traffic



„Living streets” organised by CAAG 
in the center of Budapest



Demonstration at the Hungarian Parliament
for an environment-friendly transport policy



Discussionwith representativesof Hungarian Railways
and CAAG’s regular monthly meeting



International relations

Member organisation of:
– European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
– European Federation for Transport and Environment (T&E)
– Climate Action Network Europe (CAN-Europe)
– World Carfree Network

Good working relations with:
– Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITD P)
– Birdlife International
– CEE Bankwatch Network
– Friends of the Earth
– Greenpeace
– WWF
– many national NGOs and other institutions
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Hungarian Railways network: 7700 km

The Government plans to close 900 km in 2007,

and 1000 km in 2008.

In 2020 only the TEN-lines remain?



Reconstruction
instead of Destruction! 

The closing of railway lines would
start at the Hungarian-Romanian
border…
The local inhabitants and councils are
protesting against these plans.

They want to rebuild the historical
railway connections: 
• Körösladány – Oradea: 1,5 km
• Battonya – Arad: 20 km
• Makó – Canad: 20 km

On 18-19 September the Clean Air Action
Group and Hungarian Traffic Club travels on
the railway lines of the region to save these
138 km. 



Some photos about the railway-lines to be closed

Line across the
Mátra mountains: 
full of children on
holidays…



Photos from the train window in the Mátra mountains



Stone-mining along the railway line. 
Closing the line means 30 heavy trucks per day!





Massive protests in the Bakony mountains
against the plans to close the railway line



The railway line from Gy ır to Lake Balaton



Many tourists use the railway line
from Gy ır to Lake Balaton



Campaign activities:
FREIGHT: FROM ROAD TO RAIL



Advertisements:
• Television
• Newspapers
• Giant posters
• Small posters in metro

Letters to
• all mayors in Hungary (3200)
• all members of the Parliament
• ministers

30-minute film

Wide press coverage





TV SPOT
30 sec




