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A „typical“ politicians‘ view:
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• The railways are an old-fashioned, ancient
means of transport
– especially in regional transport.

• Railways are for the poor.

• Railways and stations are dirty.

• No one wants to go by rail except for
some strange nostalgic enthusiasts.

• The car is much more comfortable.

• The bus is better for the budget.

• Railway companies are bureaucratic
monsters, state-owned and inflexible.
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What is the reality?
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The railways can be very successful if:

• the political, financial and legal framework is encouraging;

• the regional authorities are committed to “their” railway; 

• the necessary investments are done so that the speed
increases, travelling times are shortened, stations and
vehicles provide more comfort;

• the train operator has a positive attitude towards passengers;

• the services are frequent, based on regular timetables;

• local and national train services are well co-ordinated;

• train and bus services are well co-ordinated.
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What do we need?
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Lighthouse examples, showing the potential and the success of 
the railways

• from private as well as from national (state owned) and
local train operating companies;

• from agglomerations as well as from rural areas,
tourist regions and inter-town services; 

• showing the common preconditions for success.

Success is …
… when the passengers come!!!



16 Examples for Successful Railways in
Regional Passenger Transport
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Town, Country, Rail
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Where to find the line?
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A good
story …
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History,

Achievements,

important facts
(common structure
for all examples)
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Photographs
of modern
trains …
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Most important: Increase
of passenger numbers!
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Our record keeper:



Wzorcowe przykłady rozwoju
regionalnych linii kolejowych
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Kötöttpályás megoldások a regionális
közlekedésben: 16 sikeres példa
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Város, vidék, vasút
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General idea of the project
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• Prepare a brochure with lighthouse examples for regional
passenger transport from different countries;

• to be published by the pro-rail-associations as a common
project;

• present it to politicians and journalists on local, national and
European level;

• influence the public opinion all over Europe;

• optional: present the lighthouse examples on a
European conference / event in Brussels or elsewhere

• try to get European funds;

• use the project for enhancing our international co-operation.
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Matthias Pippert
Allianz pro Schiene e. V.
Phone: +49 / 30 / 24 62 599-60
E-mail: matthias.pippert@allianz-pro-schiene.de
www.allianz-pro-schiene.de

Thank you for your attention!


